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For centuries, myth has proved to be a pow-
erful vehicle for generating new, epoch-
dependent meanings. After its temporary
cclipsu in the cightucn[h century, rn)‘t]1's uni-
versal usability once again reasserted itselfin
the poetry of Romantic, Victorian and later
nineteenth-century poets.

The aim of the book is to show that the works
of Alfred Lord 'l‘u|111)'5()11, William Morris

Algernon Charles Swinburne and William

Butler Yeats prove that myths and legends
could still be employed in original and crea-

tive ways. Not Oﬂl'\' d\\ thL‘SL‘ pOCIS 51"10\\' l(ucn
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awareness of the classical heritage but they
also venture into other cultural areas, explor-
ing Celtic and Norse themes and adapting
them for their particular needs. Another
important feature that they all share is the
influence of the Romantic tradition on their
works, so that these poets themselves may be

PL‘l"CCiVCd as (hl‘ ]1\5[ Romantics.

T hC 1700]( f;\fll* son [hC compa rative 1111111)'5i$

0‘: thl‘CL‘ mot common to ]T\\'tl'lS :md ng/

ends coming from different cultural back-
grounds: the quest, the otherworlds, and the

outcast.
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MiL przez stulecia stuzyl jako skutec-
zne, uwarunkowane specyfika danej
epoki narzedzie sensotworcze. Jego znac-
zenie ostablo w XVIII w., by powrdcif do
task za sprawg poetéw doby romantyzmu,
cpol(i \\'il(tm‘izlﬁskic] i konca XIX w., I(t(/n'zy

dnsu‘zcgli jego uni\vcrsulny pmcnciul.

Przywolane w ksigzce utwory Alfreda Lor-
da ’]‘cnn}'sonzx, Williama Morrisa, A]gcrmv
na Charlesa Swinburne’a i Williama Butlera
Yeatsa dowodzg, ze mity i legendy mozna

y SPOS("h.

\\'}'l{\)l" "L‘d(: w L)l’}'ginil]l’l}' i L\\'(')I’C'

Tytulowi poeci cxcrp;xh inspiracje nie tylko
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7 ll"z\dycii klzls»\'cznci‘ ale rowniez z innycll
zrédet  kulturowych, chetnie  adaptujac
motywy o proweniencji cclt)‘cl{icj albo

skandynawskiej.

Zasadniczy czesé ksigzki stanowi analiza
poréwnawcza trzech motywow wspdlnych
dla mitdw i ]L’gcnd pochmlzqq‘ch Z 1‘67nyt|1
kregéw kulcurowych:  wedréwki  (quest),
za$wiatdw oraz wygnanca (wyobcowanego
$miertelnika naznaczonego przez kontakt

7z sitami nud}71‘2}'1‘()({2(111}'111i).



